
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – February 10, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  

The announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Kasko.  After the 

Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Kasko, 

Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with 

the Borough Administrator, the Borough Solicitor, the Borough Clerk and the 

Deputy Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and 

approve them as posted for the meeting of January 13, 2015.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli seconded he motion, which was then approved unanimously by the 

Commissioners. 

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2015-02-10-018 Authorization to Pay Vouchers  

2015-02-10-019 Authorization to Apply for State Recycling Tonnage Grant 

2015-02-10-020 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications - 

Various  

2015-02-10-021 Authorization to Approve Event for Partnership for 

Haddonfield, LLC – “Haddonfield Uncorked” 

2015-02-10-022 Authorization to Approve Event for Partnership for 

Haddonfield, LLC – “Pet-A-Palooza” 

2015-02-10-023 Authorization to Award Bid – Tree Removal Services 

2015-02-10-024 Authorization to Release Performance Bond 2013 Road 

Program – Reconstruction of Various Roads 

2015-02-10-025 Authorization to Release Performance Bond – 2014 Utility 

Program 

2015-02-10-026 Authorization to Approve Change Order No. 1 – 2014 Road 

Program – Reconstruction of Mount Vernon and Pomona 

Avenues 

2015-02-10-027 Authorization to Approve Increase to Traffic and Parking Fees 

2015-02-10-028 Authorization to Sign CDBG Grant Agreement for Year 36 

2015-02-10-029 Authorization to Sign Shared Services Agreement with the 

Borough of Collingswood for Water and Sewer Services 

2015-02-10-030 Authorization to Sign Agreement for Governor’s Council on 

Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Fiscal Grant Cycle July 2014-June 

2019  

 

Once resolution 2015-02-10-031 was introduced, which authorizes the censure of 

Robert Grady, Mayor Kasko asked that the resolution be looked at to see the 

whole resolution.  Mayor Kasko stated that a higher standard was held for those 

who serve on the boards, and that he had hoped to resolve this issue with Mr. 

Grady but was unable to do so.   

 

Former Mayor Tish Colombi of Heritage Road, stated she was opposed to this 

resolution and saddened to see the censure of Mr. Grady.  Ms. Colombi asked 

that the Board reconsider the censure and asked if censure would be used on 

residents as well as board members.  Mayor Kasko stated he would consider the 

use of censure on residents as well as for board members.  Mayor Kasko also 

stated that because Mr. Grady was appointed by him, he feels responsible.  He 

went on to thank Commissioner Moscatelli and the residents for their patience in 

this matter.   

 

Walter Weidenbacher of Centre Street expressed his agreement with the 

resolution stating he felt it served good purpose and that he had felt intimidated 

when attending the Zoning Board meetings. 

 

Angela Melzi, a Maple Avenue resident, thanked the Commissioners for the 

resolution and brought up the Character Counts week to be held at the schools 

and how important it is to set a good example for the children.   

 



Carl Maugeri of Maple Avenue thanked the Commissioners for the resolution.   

 

Kevin Burns of Woodland Avenue stated that he served with Mr. Grady and 

expressed the view that Mr. Grady was a strict adherent to the Zoning laws that 

govern the Borough.  He felt that Mr. Grady has the town’s best interest at heart.  

He also wanted to know if censure would be used in the case of residents as well 

as board members. 

 

Susan Hoch of Coles Mill Road respectfully disagreed with Mr. Burns.  She 

expressed the view that standards should be set higher for decision makers.  She 

also expressed that she does not want the residents to bully the board or its 

members, nor to be bullied by the board members. 

 

Ms. Mezli spoke again stating that she felt intimidated by Mr. Burns comments.  

She expressed concern that due to her address there might be recourse when 

dealing with a board.  She also expressed her gratitude for the Haddonfield 

Police Department for all that they have done for her and her family. 

 

Brian Kelly of Avondale Avenue stated that is very hard serving on a voluntary 

board.  He then read from the guidelines for the board members and noted that 

these are what the board members must follow.      

 

Former Commissioner Ed Borden of Overhill Road asked if the residents were 

aware of letters written by former Borough Commissioner John Reisner, and 

former Mayor Jack Tarditi.   Mr. Borden went on to inform the attendees that 

these letters strongly opposed the proposed action and had been sent to the 

current Mayor.  Mr. Borden asked that those letters be included in the record.  

Mayor Kasko agreed to let those be entered into the record.  Mr. Borden stated 

that we ask our volunteer board members to do a very difficult job.   He does not 

feel that the censure was merited.  He asked if a censure had ever been done 

before in Haddonfield.  The Borough Solicitor replied that he was unaware of it 

happening before in Haddonfield or any other town in Camden County, though 

he believed it had been done elsewhere in the State of New Jersey.  Mr. Borden 

felt that extraordinary measures were being taken. 

 

From: Jack Tarditi  

Sent: Monday, February 09, 2015 6:25 PM 

To: Jeff Kasko; John Moscatelli; Neal Rochford; Mario & Arleen Iavicoli; 

Sharon McCullough 

Cc: John Reisner; Gene & Myra Kain; Tish & Dan Colombi; Bill & Mollie 

Reynolds; Ed Borden  

Subject:  Resolution to Censure Zoning Board Chair 

  

Gentlemen: 

 

This censure resolution, in my opinion is largely a result of continued 

pressure by a small group of our citizens, who appear to be bent on 

extracting an apology from Mr. Grady for comments at a Zoning Board 

meeting. While I may not have chosen the words Mr. Grady used to 

describe the citizens complaining about the building project on Maple 

Avenue, I do not believe they are deserving of a Public and Formal 

Censure. It also appears to me, that his mispronunciation of Commissioner 

Moscatelli's name was a mistake and not a slur of an Italian American 

personage. 

  

Please remember that our Board Volunteers, particularly in the case of the 

Zoning Board during and after the Maple Avenue decision were soundly 

criticized and unjustly questioned as to their competence and judgment. 

Perhaps some of those comments, and characterizations, could also rise 

to meet this standard you are using for the censure? 

  

I believe Mr. Grady attempted to explain his comments, and certainly can 

now correctly pronounce the Commissioners name.   

  



Please drop the censure and move on from this somewhat emotional and 

unpleasant experience in the annals of our Zoning Board of Adjustment. 

Mr. Grady's critics and detractors will, in my view, only be appeased by 

embarrassing him thru the issuance of this censure. Please be assured, the 

censure may only serve to discourage Board Volunteers from future 

candid comments in the conduct of board business in public. 

  

I appreciate your considering my views on this issue. I also appreciate your 

deliberations and best intentions on this issue, but I believe you have 

reached the wrong conclusion. 

  

Best regards. 

JACK TARDITI 

 

 
 

 

Colin Harvey of Maple Court felt that by approving the censure resolution that 

situation would be at an end the borough could move on. 

 

Maryanne Shay from Maple Avenue read from a prepared statement- 

 

“We welcome the commissioners decision to publically censure 

Robert Grady for his slanderous remarks before the Zoning Board’s 

September meeting; remarks which we find particular intolerant, 

biased and discriminatory when applied to our group. 

 



We do have continuing concerns, however. 

 

The first is that Mr. Grady, despite exhibiting no remorse and 

offering no apology, remains and integral and voting member of 

the board with all the power that goes with it.  

 

Second, the board still does not permit public input from citizens 

other than that pertaining to applications currently before them.  

Public input has been allowed, welcomed and valued most 

recently by the Planning Board in the in the matter of 605 Warwick 

Road and the School Board on its postponed referendum.  The 

Shade Tree Commission is another group which encourages input 

and participation from residents and there are many, many others 

who give of their time in making Haddonfield the vibrant 

community it is.  And, you, gentlemen, are to be particularly 

commended in this regard.  

 

Our final concern is whether or not the process followed included 

seeking legal advice from our Human Relations Commission-the 

group most qualified to deal with situations of this kind.  We have 

written to Human Relations and are told that only you can bring 

such matter to them for attention.  Did you formally ask the 

commission for their assistance?  We have not heard further from 

Human Relations on this.” 

 

This process has taken a very long time; almost five months.  We thank you for the 

time and diligence you have expended on our behalf in making this decision. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher asked if there was a demotion for Mr. Grady.  Mayor Kasko 

remarked that no one has been demoted.  Mr. Weidenbacher commented that 

this was not the first time Mr. Grady had make remarks and that he felt a pattern 

of intimidation was being set. 

 

Mr. Maugeri stated that he felt terrible that concerns are being minimized and 

asked if the Zoning Board was objective in their review of applications. 

 

Mr. Burns asked what the censure was, and was it a resolution.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli stated that Mr. Grady will not be removed and his voting will not be 

restricted.  Mr. Burns then asked if the Borough Solicitor was consulted in this 

matter.  Mayor Kasko said he was consulted. He also stated that to remove a 

member of a board required a transgression of deep severity.  The Mayor did not 

pursue removal in the case of Mr. Grady as he felt it was not appropriate, and 

that the resolution of censure was needed to express displeasure at the incident.   

 

John Sullivan, a Windsor Avenue resident, asked if Mr. Grady would recuse 

himself on certain applications.  Mayor Kasko said that was a matter for the 

Zoning Board to decide. 

 

Commission Moscatelli stated that he has a deep appreciation for all the board 

members and the work that they do.  He also stated that the guidelines for all 

board members were an important part of the process.  Commission Moscatelli 

stated that he forgave Mr. Grady and would have preferred if this did not 

happen, but to not recognize when a line has been crossed and too not 

apologize when that occurs is a step too far.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated 

that he is in favor of the censure resolution as he believes that Mr. Grady’s 

actions match the censure.  Commissioner Moscatelli also stated that he felt that 

Mr. Grady intended to be insulting in what he said. 

 

Commissioner Rochford stated that he is voting no, he too wishes this did not 

happen, he has great respect for the commissioners and admiration for the 

residents of Maple Avenue but disagrees with the censure. 

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli voted affirmatively to pass the resolution 

while Commissioner Rochford voted against approving the resolution. 



 

The fourth grade students from Elizabeth Haddon School were asked to stand, 

introduce themselves, as well as ask any questions they had.  In attendance 

were Jack Siedell, Chews Landing Road; Gianna DiMedio, Station Avenue; Olivia 

Shirley, Station Avenue; Daniel Chaplick, Woodland Avenue; Lola Cooke, Linden 

Avenue; Sam Sirover, Avondale Avenue.  Jack Siedell asked whether or not he 

could build a tree house in Crow’s Woods.  Mayor Kasko stated that it would not 

be permitted, but that he certainly could in his own back yard. 

 

Mayor Kasko opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Mrs. Shay welcomed the Commissioner’s decision to pass the censure and 

thanked them.  She then asked why this had not been given to the Human 

Relations Commission (HRC) for review.  Mayor Kasko noted that the 

Commissioners did speak with the Human Relations Commission and that this 

may still be brought before them for discussion.  Mrs. Shay noted that she wishes 

the HRC to be an integral part to this issue. 

 

Kelly Shirley of Station Avenue expressed her admiration to the Board of 

Education for giving the students who were present peer mediation lessons 

during their lunchtime. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Katherine Lafferty 

Deputy Borough Clerk 


